
 

 

Advanced Placement Literature & Composition 

Northview High School 

Summer Reading Assignment 2021-2022 

Overview: 

    The summer reading assignment provides an opportunity for students to showcase talent, work ethic, diligence, intelligence, and 

dedication.  The selected texts present the students with the rigor in reading both introductory to and preparatory for upcoming course 

content.  After reading the required texts, students will complete work related to the concepts, method, and function of the course 

itself. Students should approach the assignment as a foundational showcase of the quality of insight, depth of knowledge, and devotion 

to quality s/he plans to maintain throughout the course. Students will read the novels listed below, then complete the three 

accompanying assignments. 

 

Texts: 

 

The Namesake by Jhumpa Lahiri 

 (ISBN: 978-0-618-48522-2 or any by First Mariner Books) 

Slaughterhouse Five by Kurt Vonnegut 

(ISBN: 978-0440180296 or any by Mass Market Paperback) 
Beloved  by Toni Morrison 

 (ISBN: 978-1400033416 by Vintage Books) 
 

Three Assignments: 

 

1) Personal Understanding Reading Log (15, total, paragraphs) 

As you read through the novels, highlight, underline, or otherwise mark sentences (they do not have to be dialogue; they may be 

descriptive or narrative) that either: 

a) Are significant to you for some personal reason that is not necessarily related to other novel content. 

b) Are significant for revealing a (profound or specific) truth about human nature, love, conflict, etc. 

c) Are significant in conveying the author’s main message in the novel. 

After reading and noting as you go, when you finish reading the book, look back through your notations and choose only five marked 

sentences. For these five, write one paragraph for each that fully explains both your understanding and perspective of that sentence. 

Do this for each of the three novels. 

 

2) Research and Application Essay (3, total, mini essays) 

Choose one of the concepts listed below that you believe has some correlation to EACH novel (three total). After you thoroughly 

research, write a 500-word explanation in your own words in which you ONE theory/concept to the content of ONE novel. Do this for 

each of the three novels. 

 

 Jung’s Collective Unconscious Theory  Group Theory  

 Planck’s Constant    Mathematical Commutative Laws 

 Proprioception     Dementia in conjunction with Hippocampus 

Type Physicalism     Introspection Illusion 

Chinese Room Thought Experiment  Heidegger’s Dasein  

 

3) Synthesis Essay (1, total, synthesis essay) 

After carefully reading Slaughterhouse Five, view and take notes on either Get Out, Donnie Darko, The Machinist, The Maze Runner, 

or Memento. While viewing the film, continually consider connections and contrasts to Vonnegut’s novel. After organizing ideas and 

selecting conceptual similarities and differences, write a well-organized, 500-word essay in which you clearly evaluate the correlative 

concept of displacement between the film and the novel, including your perspective (without the use of first person).  

     

Due Date:  August 31, 2021. 

 

Note: ALL students must bring a STAPLES™ brand, college ruled, composition book to class the first day and each day after. 

(Purchase two to use throughout the year, depending on handwriting size.) 


